
LOXWOOD CLAY PITS

2ND COMMUNITY WEBINAR

27th OCTOBER 2020
Prepared by Chris Williamson & Barrie Thomas, ProTreat Limited

(consultants to Loxwood Clay Pits Limited)
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NEW TO ZOOM? Q&A
FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ARE NEW TO ZOOM WEBINARS:

• 51 SLIDE PRESENTATION, OUR VIDEO AND ALL AUDIO IS BEING 

RECORDED. LINK TO THE RECORDING WILL BE CIRCULATED

• THERE IS A ‘RAISE YOUR HAND’ ✋ ICON FOR YOU TO CLICK IF YOU 

HAVE A QUESTION. IF WE HAVE TIME AT THE END, YOU WILL BE 

ABLE TO SPEAK WHEN WE ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR QUESTION

• OR YOU CAN TYPE A QUESTION AND WE COULD VERBALLY ANSWER OR 

EMAIL YOU A REPLY AFTER THE WEBINAR

• IF NECESSARY MINIMISE THE CAMERA SCREEN AFTER THIS SLIDE OR 

USE YOUR MOUSE TO CLICK AND DRAG THAT BOX IF IT OBSCURES 

YOUR VIEW OF THE SLIDES. 
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WEBINAR CONTENT
• PREVIOUS WEBINAR RE-CAP 

• LOCAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PROCESS

• PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & SURVEY RESULTS 

• ACCESS ROUTES & REVISED TRAFFIC STUDY

• LEGISLATION CHANGES

• ONGOING SURVEY WORK  

• NEXT STEPS & LCP WEBSITE

• PREVIOUS WEBINAR QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

• Q&A

• POLL
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PREVIOUS INTRO WEBINAR RECAP
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INTRO WEBINAR 25TH AUGUST 2020

• DEMAND FOR CLAY 

• DEMAND FOR WASTE RECOVERY 

• RECENT SITE HISTORY & PROJECT CHRONOLOGY

• SITE LOCATION, ACCESS ROUTE & TRAFFIC STUDY

• CLAY PIT DEVELOPMENT SITE

• ONGOING SURVEY WORK

• NEXT STEPS

• Q&A
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Matters arising from 1st webinar
• Woodland access route is an established track that has 

ancient woodland either side for 400m of its 1500m length but 
the track is well beyond the tree root protection zone

• The development site clay extraction area is more than 50 
metres from any ancient woodland and for the first 15 years 
of operation, it will be more than 300 metres away

• 73 registered waste exemptions within a 3-mile radius of 
LCP’s site with 7 registered within 1 mile:

https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-exemptions

NB: file to be circulated with these slides
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Matters arising – in context
• In 2015, WSCC granted planning permission to 

restore Rudgwick clay pit with 590,000 tonnes of 
inert waste over a 4 year period (147,500 tonnes 
per annum). 

• The Rudgwick permission is 57% more than LCP’s 
proposal BUT LCP’s tonnage is spread over 30 
years not 4 years, i.e. 12,500 tonnes per annum.

• The Rudgwick annual rate is 12 X Greater than 
LCP’s proposal.

• Both sites accessed via the A281 
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LOCAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
PROCESS & SCOPE 

8



COMMUNITY CONSULTATION (1)
• THIS IS ‘PRE-APPLICATION’ CONSULTATION, NOT TO BE 

CONFUSED WITH POST APPLICATION CONSULTATION. 

• DUE TO COVID BAN ON PUBLIC MEETINGS - ZOOM

• CONSULTATION COMMENCED - 27TH JULY 2020

1ST INTRO WEBINAR – 25TH AUGUST 2020 

• 103 REGISTRATIONS VIA ZOOM, ONLY 56 ATTENDEES

• RECORDING CIRCULATED TO ALL 103 REGISTRANTS – 26TH

AUGUST 2020

• THIS WEBINAR ANNOUNCED TO ALL ORIGINAL 103 

REGISTRANTS – 1ST SEPTEMBER 2020
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION (2)
• ADVERTISEMENT IN PARISH MAG – SEP & OCT

• LEAFLETS DISTRIBUTED TO 7,379 ADDRESSES IN 
THE RH12 3 AND RH14 0 POST CODE SECTORS

• BY COB YESTERDAY – 191 REGISTRATIONS FOR THIS 
WEBINAR (1 was denied for bogus post code, 2 
denied due to being outside consultation area)

• LOOKING AT THE ZOOM ‘PARTICIPANTS’ LIST RIGHT 
NOW, ? HAVE LOGGED IN FOR THIS WEBINAR

• FINAL WEBINAR WILL BE 15TH DECEMBER 2020 
(START TIME DECIDED BY POLL)
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MAIN CONSULTATION AREA – shaded grey
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SURREY

RH14 0

RH12 3

RH14 9 RH13 0

THE SITE IS IN THE PARISH OF
LOXWOOD, CHICHESTER DISTRICT

LOXWOOD ROAD STRADDLES THE
DISTRICTS OF CHICHESTER & 
HORSHAM

FOR PRE-APP CONSULTATION, WSCC
ONLY CONSULTED WITH CHICHESTER

RH14 0 – 2,576 ADDRESSES

RH12 3 – 4,803 ADDRESSES

ALFOLD AREA IN SURREY WITHIN
PARISH MAG CIRCULATION 



AD IN THE PARISH NEWS – SEP & OCT
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FLYERS DELIVERED – RH12 3 & RH14 0
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APPROX. 8,000 FLYERS DELIVERED WE 18TH OCTOBER
START TIME FOR 15TH DECEMBER WEBINAR DECIDED BY POLL



OPPOSITION TO THE PROJECT
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EMAILED CLLR.
GARETH EVANS (PETITON 
AUTHOR) ON 27TH

JULY TO MAKE HIM AWARE
OF THE PROJECT 

ON THE 28TH JULY HE
LAUNCHED THIS PETITION
ON CHANGE.ORG

NOT UPDATED SINCE 28TH JULY 
– FACTUALLY INCORRECT
DOES NOT REFLECT CONTENT
FROM 1ST WEBINAR, e.g. access

Source credit: West Sussex County Times 



CHANGE.ORG PETITION – factual inaccuracies covered in last webinar

• CRUCIALLY Petition content is as per the posters placed in 
the woodland in June/July, which were based on a draft 
woodland access route from Jan 20 Scoping Report, cc’d by 
WSCC to planning consultees e.g. Loxwood Parish Council

• Petition started 28/7/20 but NOT amended after 25th August 
webinar – 4,000 signatures arguably provided against a 
false premise? 

• NOT in ancient woodland, will NOT destroy any ancient 
woodland

• NOT an irreplaceable habitat, e.g. Biodiversity Net Gain and 
identical surrounding habitat

15



CHANGE.ORG PETITION – more factual inaccuracies 

• NOT a “frightening application” affecting ancient woodland and 

veteran trees

• NO noise and dust impact

• There are NOT any PROWs zig zagging the site but there are 

private zig zagging woodland tracks with lots of trespassing

• There are NOT any health & safety issues for PROW users or need 

to widen PROWs

• There will be NO 40 tonne trucks

• There will NO LOSS of ancient woodland

• Unsubstantiated claim – “Extensive Environmental Damage and 

Loss of Life”
16



Associated Facebook page – more factual inaccuracies 
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NOT 33 YEARS OF LORRY MOVEMENTS

NOT 42 LORRIES A DAY, ACTUALLY 21 LORRIES
A DAY MONDAY to FRIDAY

CONFUSION??

FOR EXAMPLE:

LOCAL RESIDENT DRIVES TO LOXWOOD POST
OFFICE – THIS IS ONE VEHICLE AND TWO
MOVEMENTS

LOCAL RESIDENT TAKES & COLLECTS CHILDREN 
TO/FROM SCHOOL IN LOXWOOD, PARKING ON 
STATION ROAD. THIS IS ONE VEHICLE BUT FOUR
VEHICLE MOVEMENTS



CHANGE.ORG RATING ON TRUSTPILOT

18

GOVERNMENT PARLIAMENTARY PROCESSES DO NOT RECOGNISE CHANGE.ORG PETITIONS
USE DONATIONS TO CIRCULATE TO PEOPLE NOT CONNECTED TO ORIGINAL PETITIONERS

94% BAD



CHANGE.ORG – how to buy signatures & how to check 

petitioner locations
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LOCATION OF 249 PETITIONERS LEAVING 
COMMENTS 
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EXTRAPOLATION TO 4,353 PETITIONERS
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CONCLUSION: 65% ARE NOT LOCAL?
ONLY Cllr. EVANS HAS FULL ACCESS TO THE LIST OF PETITIONERS. ON THE 15TH

OCTOBER WE ASKED HIM TO REVIEW AND CLEANSE THIS PETITION. WE WOULD BE 
HAPPY TO REVIEW THAT WITH HIM AND PUBLISH FOR THE DECEMBER WEBINAR



PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & SURVEY RESULTS 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
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NO PROWs ON
EASTERN PLOT

GREEN ACCESS
ROUTE IS NOT
A PROW

LOTS OF DOTTED
LINES SHOWING
TRACKS CRISS
CROSSING THE
SITE ARE NOT 
PROW
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PROW CAMERA OVERVIEW
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JUNCTION 1

A, B & D are PROW BUT C is NOT

JUNCTION 2

E & H are PROW BUT F & G are NOT

JUNCTION 3

I, K & L are PROW BUT J is NOT



PROW SURVEY RESULTS – 8th to 14th AUGUST

JUNCTION 1

• 123 PEOPLE – average 18 per day

• 25 TRESPASSED ON TO PATH C  (i.e. 20%)

JUNCTION 2

• 143 PEOPLE – average 20 per day

• 101 TRESPASSED ON TO PATHS F/G  (i.e. 71%)

JUNCTION 3

• 498 PEOPLE – average 71 per day

• 95 TRESPASSED ON TO PATH J  (i.e. 19%)
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PROW SURVEY CONCLUSIONS

• 32 PEOPLE TRESPASS EVERY DAY

• WALKERS, DOG WALKERS, CYCLISTS & JOGGERS (1 
HORSE RIDER ON 2 DAYS ONLY AT JUNCTION 3)

• MAINLY ALONG THE WOODLAND ACCESS ROUTE 
WHICH IS NOT A PROW, NO SURPRISE THERE ARE 
OBJECTIONS TO LCP WANTING TO USE THIS ROUTE, 
EVEN THOUGH THEY OWN THE LAND

• ALSO LOTS OF TRESPASS ON LCP’S EASTERN PLOT 
WHERE THERE ARE NO PROWs AT ALL

• PETITIONERS CANNOT CLAIM LOSS OF AMENITY FOR 
LAND THEY ARE TRESPASSING ON
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TRESPASS & AGGRAVATED TRESPASS

• TRESPASS IS A CIVIL LAW OFFENCE

• AGGRAVATED TRESPASS IS A CRIMINAL LAW OFFENCE:
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Anything which is intended to have the effect—

(a)of intimidating those persons so as to deter them 
from lawfully engaging in an activity, 

(b)of obstructing that activity, or 

(c)of disrupting that activity.



AGGRAVATED TRESPASS
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AGGRAVATED TRESPASS IS
AN OFFENCE – CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE & PUBLIC ORDER ACT

DUE TO HEALTH & SAFETY
CONSIDERATIONS LCP MUST 
DECIDE WHETHER 
TO ENFORCE

WHAT DO LOCAL PEOPLE WANT?

DO THEY WANT TO HAVE
PERMITTED RIGHTS TO USE
LCP’S LAND BEYOND PROWs?

WOODLANDS ARE NOT LOOKED
AFTER FOR FREE (COST £14,000 to 
£27,000 per ANNUM). IS THERE A
DISCUSSION TO HAVE OR ARE WE 
DEALING WITH TOTAL 
OPPOSITION?



ACCESS ROUTES & REVISED TRAFFIC STUDY
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ACCESS ROUTES & REVISED TRAFFIC STUDY

• LOXWOOD ROAD STRADDLES CHICHESTER AND 
HORSHAM DISTRICTS BUT PLANNING APPLICATION 
IS IN CHICHESTER DISTRICT

• WSCC PREFER SHORTEST ROUTE TO LRN, i.e. A281 
AT BUCKS GREEN

• DURING LAST WEBINAR LOTS OF OPPOSITION TO 
THIS ROUTE – PROBABLY FROM BUCKS GREEN 
RESIDENTS NOT THOSE IN LOXWOOD

• THEREFORE, DECIDED TO SURVEY 5km LENGTH OF 
LOXWOOD ROAD FROM B2133 to A281
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There is a small section of Loxwood Road west of
Exfold Farm that narrows to 5.1m for a distance of
some 80.0m. Whilst this would allow two lorries
to pass one another, some caution would be required.
This section is straight however with excellent forward
visibility. Approaching vehicles would therefore
have adequate time and distance to take appropriate
action.

WESTERN SECTION MIDDLE SECTION – SITE ACCESS

EASTERN SECTION



SURVEY CONCLUSIONS
• The site access junction with Loxwood Road has the ability to cater for the turning 

requirements of the vehicles that will be operating.

• Adequate visibility can be provided in accordance with the requirements of Manual for 

Streets 2. 

• The surrounding highway network both east and west of the site is suitable in width to 

accommodate the traffic likely to be generated, whilst the junctions at the A281 Guildford 

Road and B2133 High Street both have adequate junction geometry.

• Guildford Road is subject to a 30 mph speed limit and visibility at the Loxwood Road / A281 

junction is in accordance with Manual for Streets.

• Loxwood Road forms a junction with B2133 High Street at Loxwood. The High Street is also 

subject to a speed limit of 30 mph and visibility at this junction is also in accordance with 

Manual for Streets.   

• The highway implications of the proposal are therefore considered not to cause any 

demonstrable harm to highway safety. 35



NOW PROPOSED TO SPLIT HGV TRAFFIC (see poll)
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LEGISLATION CHANGES
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GOVERNMENT’S “PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE” WHITE PAPER

• Proposes to tear down the planning system and start again

• Intention to review the use of environmental assessments and habitats 
law later this year (see Environment Bill)

• Emphasis on zoning land in a revamped local plan

• Local authorities to rewrite and adopt their new-style Local Plans within a 
30-month timeframe

• Opportunity for local people and councillors to influence this would 
become limited to the plan-making stage

• Intention to overhaul Section 106 agreements and Community 
Infrastructure Levy's, with a single nationally-set levy on development

• Local Plans will be subject to a single statutory “sustainable 
development” test, as “The achievement of sustainable development is 
an existing and well-understood basis for the planning system”.

• Presumably, local councillors are already focussing on this?
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The Waste (Circular Economy) (Amendment) Regulations 2020

• REFERRED TO THIS DURING THE LAST WEBINAR

• REGULATIONS CAME INTO FORCE 1ST OCTOBER

• IMPLEMENTS EU DIRECTIVE 

• AMENDS PREVIOUS WASTE REGS, e.g. 2011 WASTE 
REGS.

• DIFFERENTIATE’S RECYCLING FROM OTHER FORMS 
OF WASTE RECOVERY

• REINFORCES THE WASTE HIERARCHY

• STANDS ON ALL FOURS WITH LOXWOOD CLAY PITS 
DEVELOPMENT
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ONGOING SURVEY WORK
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ONGOING WORK (main focus December webinar)

• Ecological surveys:
- Botanical (complete), Great Crested Newt (complete), Breeding Birds (complete), 

Roosting Bats (complete), Bat Activity (complete), Dormouse (complete), Reptiles 
(complete), Invertebrates (complete), Badgers (complete), Wintering Birds (Nov-
Dec).

• Biodiversity Net Gain (about to start)

• Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (work in progess)

• Soil (complete)

• Archaeological / Cultural Survey (complete)

• Noise Survey & Assessment (complete)

• Groundwater / Hydrology Survey & Assessment (complete)

• Flood Risk Assessment (complete)

• Aboricultural Survey (complete)
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NEXT STEPS & LCP WEBSITE
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NEXT STEPS

• THE RECORDING OF THIS WEBINAR WILL BE CIRCULATED 

TO ALL WEBINAR REGISTRANTS, i.e. NOT JUST LIMITED TO 

TODAY’S ATTENDANTS

• WEBSITE – www.loxwoodclaypits.co.uk INFO POSTED ON 

THAT SITE 

• NEXT COMMUNITY WEBINAR – 15TH DECEMBER 2020, 

START TIME TBC FROM POLL

• ALL REGISTRANTS FOR TODAY’S WEBINAR TO RECEIVE 

INVITE
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PREVIOUS WEBINAR KEY QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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(10mph at PROW junctions)
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Q&A SESSION 
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POLL QUESTIONS – multiple choice 

Q1: What is your preferred HGV access route to the Loxwood Road site? 

Answer 1: To/from the easterly direction where Loxwood Road joins the A281 at 

Bucks Green

Answer 2: To/from the westerly/southerly direction where Loxwood Road -

Station Road joins the B2133 in Loxwood

Answer 3: Split between the two routes

Q2: Which start time would you prefer for the Third & Final webinar in 

December? 

Answer 1: 5pm

Answer 2: 5.30pm

Answer 3: 6pm
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